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Abstract. The inverse processes of photoionization and electron-ion recombination
of (hv + S XIV 1:::; S XV + e) and (hv + S XV =r SXVI+ e) are studied in detail using
ab initio unified method that provides self-consistent sets ofresults for these processes.
Results are presented for large number of fine structure levels where n S 10 and 0 ~ l ~
9; 98 levels for Li-Iike S XIV with 1/2 S J ~. 17/2 and 188 levels for He-like S XV
with 0 ::;J ~ 10. Photoionization cross section, O'PI, of the levels of both S XIV and
S XV decay smoothly in the lower region. However, narrow and high peak autoionizing
Rydberg series of resonances belonging to various excited core levels appear in the high
energy region and enhance the background cross section of the excited levels. The
resonance series of n=2 core levels dominate while they become weaker with higher n.
The prominent feature is the enhancement of the background cross section at n=2 core
thresholds due toK-shell ionization leaving the ion in excited 2p states. 0' PI also show
wide PEe (photo-excitation-of-core) resonances at the photon energies that equal to
the core excitation energies. Level-specific photoionization cross sections, O'PJ(nSLJ) ,
and recombination rate coefficients, QRc(nSLJ), are obtained for the first time for
theseions. Currently available results correspond to photoionization for L8 terms with
missing features and to only total recombination rate coefficients. Present QRc(nSLJ)
incorporates both the radiative recombination. (RR) and dielectronic recombination
(DR), and show a 'bump' or 'shoulder' in the high temperature region due to DR
dominance. The total unified recombination rate coefficients show good agreement with
the availableRR and DR rates. Recombination rates over photoelectron energy are
presented for astrophysical and laboratory plasma applications. Total recombination
rates for H-like S XVI are given for completeness. The results should be accurate within
10-15% based on the unified method that includes important atomic effects such as
radiation damping, channel couplings, interference of DR and RR, and relativistic fine
structure effects. The comprehensive datasets are applicable for various models such
as for ionization balance and recombination-cascade for UV'and X-ray lines.
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KeYW01cis: Photoionization; Electron-ion recombination; UV and X-rays;S XIV, S XV,
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1. Introduction
Sultana N. Nahar
H-, He-like and Li-like sulfur (8 XVI, SXV, S XIV) are prevalent in high-temperature
astrophysical (e.g. solar corona) and laboratory (e.g, tokomaks) plasmas. However, x-
ray spectra taken by space observatories, such as Chandra, XMM-Newton show existence
of these ions in the cooler photoionized plasmas (e.g. Liedahl& Paerls 1996, Reeves et
al. 2002, Brinkman et al. 2002, PearlesetaL 2000, Marshall et al. 2002). Spectral
lines of these ions provide information of various physical conditions and processes in
the objects. For example, ASCAobservation of H-like S emission in the X-ray binary
star system Cygnus X-3 was explained by Lidahl & Paerls (1996) of excitation by
recombination in a tenuous X-ray photoionizied plasmas. In a later observation of
Cygnus X-3, but using Chandra, Paerls et al. (2000) provide for He-like S XV the
diagnostic quantity, f!(r+i), for recombination to be 1.0. Fora helium like ion, (f.r.i)
correspond to Ko X-ray lines, w (r-resonant), x (f-forbidden), y (i-intercombination),
z (f-forbidden) and involve transitions betweenn = 2 and n=l levels. They provide
information of temperature, density, and ionization state of the plasma (e.g. Oelgoetz
& Pradhan 2001, 2004). Brinkman et al. (2002) explained their observation of S XV
and S XVI emission lines alongwith some other elements in the bright spot near NGe
1069 to be formed from recombination or radiative cascade following photoionization,
and radiative decay following photoexcitation. The ionization balance in the source
requires knowledge of ionization and electron-ion recombination rates for the ionization
stage of He-like as well as Li-like and H-like stages. Emission lines in general contain
a component due to electron-ion recombination, especially in transient plasmas out of
ionization equilibrium. To model the recombination component, recombination-cascade
coefficients are computed from level-specific recombination rate coefficients fora large
number of excited levels, as presented in this report. However exisitng photoionzation
cross sections and recombination rates are from simpler considerations that do not
include important effects and are incomplete. Earlier calculations for photoionization
cross sections for these ions were carried out under the Opacity Project (OP) by Fernley
et al. (1987) for He-like ions and by Peach et al. (1988) for Li-like ions. They were
computed in the non-relativistic LS coupling and using much smaller wavefunctions
than the present ones. There are no level-specific phtooionization cross sections for
fine structure levels with autoionizing resonances or level-sepcific recombination rates
that include both the radiative and dielectronic recombination rates for these sulfur ions.
Existing recombination rates available are for total radiative recombination from central
field approximation (e.g Verner & Ferland 1996), and for total dielectronic recombination
using isolated resonance approximation (e.g. Romanik 1988). The aim of the present
work is to provide accurate quantities for photoionization and recombination for accurate
astrophysical modeling.
The present results for SXIV and S XV should "be useful for spectral analysis
of X-ray observations from Chandra X-ray Observatory and XMM-Newton, and UV
observatories, such as Far Ultraviolet Explorer (FUSE), the Solar and Heliospheric
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Observatory (SOHO) etc. The data are presented at all energies and temperatures
prevalent in sources such as stars, nebulae, active galactic nuclei, supernova remnants,
hot stellar coronae etc.
2. Theory
Photoionizat.iou and electron-ion recombination are inverse to each other which for an
ion X+ can be expressed as,
e +X++ .~ hll+X+, (1)
where right arrow indicates the direct or radiative recombination (RR) and the left
arrow indicates photoionization, The processes may go through in two steps,
X++ L- (X+)** J..- { a) e.. + ..X-+.+(.·AI) (2)
e+ ~.. ~ b) hv + X+(DR) ,
where the intermediate doubly excited state is an autoionizing state. This state may lead
either to autoinization (AI) where the electron goes free or to dielectronic recombination
(DR) via emission of a photon (radiation damping). The state introduces a resonance
in photoionization and recombination cross sections. RR and DR are inseparable in
nature although one may dominate the other at different temperatures and energies. The
unified method subsumes both the RR and DR processes and considers photoionization
from and recombination into the infinity of (e+ ion) levels. It is an ab initio method
implemented in the close coupling (CO) approximation and R-matrix method (Nahal'
& Pradhan 1992, 1994) as briefly outlined below.
The CO approximation treats the atomic system of an ion interacting with another
electron as (N ··~-1 )-electron system where the ion has N number of electrons and is
termed as the target. The (N+l)th electron can be bound to the ion or in the continuum
depending on its negative or positive energy. The total (N+ l.j-electron wavefunction,
weE), at symmetry Jn is represented by an expansion of target eigenfunctions, Xi, as:
W(ion + e; E)= A L: Xi(ion)(}i +L: cj<I>j(ion + e), (3)
j
where the target is in a specific level Ji'lri. (}i is the wavefunction of the (N+1)-th
interacting electron in a channel, SiLi( Ji)'lrik;li( J1r») and k; is its kinetic energy. The
channel is called open or closed depending on positive or negative energy (kr). The
autoionizing resonances result from the couplings of open and closed channels. The
<1>j'S are correlation functions of the (N+l)-electron system and account for short range
correlations and orthogonality between continuum and bound orbitals.
The present calculations implement relativistic Briet-Pauli R-matrix (BPRM)
method as adopted under the Iron Project (Hummer et al. 1993) where the Hamiltonian
is given by
HBP HNR + I.TJD,aSS + HDar + HSON+l =N+l £1N+l· N+l Ntl· (4)
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(5)
The first term, H~~l' is the nonrelativistic Hamiltonian,
N+l { 2Z N+l 2 }H~~l = L.. -V; --;::- + L ~ ,
i=l ~ j>i ~J
and the additional one-body terms represent the mass correction, j[IDaBS = - ~2 2:i pt,
Darwin, HDax = Z~2 2:i V 2(-k ) and spin-orbit interaction, HSO = Za2 2:i ;fli.Si. The
spin-orbit term splits the LS term into fine structure components. The set of SL1r is
recoupled for Jn levels of (e + ion)-system which is followed by diagonalization of the
Hamiltonian, H~~ltJt == EtJi. The solutions are continuum \IIF or bound \IIB states with
positive energy (E == k2 .·2:: 0) or negative energy (E < 0) and are used in the transition
matrix elements.
The reduced matrix element for the bound-free transition is obtained as <
WB II D II \lJF > where D == 2:i r, is the dipole operator, the sum is the number of electrons.
The dipole line strength, S == I < \IIBllDllwF > 12 , gives the photoionization cross
section, (IPI= [47r2/(3gic)]wS, where gi is the statistical weight factor of the initial
bound state and w is the photon frequency.
Radiation damping of resonances is significant for S XIV and S XV. Radiative decay
rates (A r ) of sulfur ions are large for transitions, 2p(2P;/2)1/2) ----+ 18(281/ 2) with li-like
core and ls2p (1 P[) -----? 182 (180) with He-like core. They compete with autoionlzation
rates, typically Aa r-;» 1012 - 1014 sec- 1 and cause autoionizlng resonances to damp
radiatively to a significant extent. The radiation damping effect is included using a
resonance fitting procedure (Sakimoto et al, 1990, Pradhan & Zhang 1997, Zhanget
al 1999). All resonances, up to effective quantum number v ~ 10, have been damped.
Resonances beyond v > 10 are treated with DR theory discussed below,
The electron-ion recombination cross section (JRC can be obtained from
pbotoionization cross sections (JPI using principle of detailed balance as, in Rydberg
units,
a 2 gi (€+ 1)2
(JRC(€) = 4 (JPI, (6)9j €
which is known as the Milne relation. Here a is the fine structure constant, E is the
photoelectron energy, gj is the statistical weight factor of the recombined ion and I
is the ionization potential. O'RCcolnputed from O'PI with sufficiently large number
of energies to delineate the non-resonant background and the autoionizing resonances
represents both RR and DR processes. For the recombining ion in its ground state, O'PI
corresponds to partial photoionization cross sections, leaving the ion in the ground state.
Recombination rate coefficients, aR(nSLJ) , of individual recombined levels are obtained
by convolving O'RC over Maxwellian electron distribution f(v) = .,fir(27:T)3/2v2e- ,;,;J; at
a given temperature as,
aR(i, T) =100 vf(v)O'Rc(i)dv , (7)
Electron-Ion Recombination Rate Coefficients The Open Astronomy Journal, 2008, Volume 1 S
where i == nSLJ. The sum of these individual rates ~i cxR(i, T) provides the
contribution to the total recombination rate coefficient, (1R and the total recombination
cross sections, aRC.
Total recombination rates of the electron-ion system correspond to contributions
from infinite number of recombined states. In unified method, the recombined states
are divided into two groups: group (A) states n ~ no with all possible fine structure .Jrr
symmetries and group (B) states with no < n ~ 00, with no rv 10. The recombination
rates coefficients of group (A) states are obtained from the photoionlzation cross sections
as described above.
Group (B) levels, no < n ~ 00, are treated through quantum defect theory of
DR within the close coupling approximation (Bell & Seaton 1985, Nahar & Pradhan
1992, 1994). This small energy region is dominated by DR via the high-n resonances
converging on to the thresholds in the core ion. The background contribution of these
levels is negligible except at very low temperature. The DR contributions from these
levels are obtained from the collision strengths, O{DR), using radiation damping theory
as:
O(DR) = 2:2:(1j2){2S + 1)(2£ + 1)p;L1r(DR). (8)
SL1f n
where the DR probability p~L1f in entrance channel n is, P;L1r(DR) = (1 - S!e8 ee)n,
See is the matrix for electron scattering i'rtcludingradiationdampillg. The cross section,
aRC in Mb, and collision strength, ORC, for recombination are related as
(9)
where kr is in Rydbergs. For numerical stability, ORC is preferable to aRC for
calculation of recombination rate coefficient since aRC diverges at zero-photoelectron
energy. Background photoionization cross sections for the high-n group (B) levels are
computed hydrogenically, and the corresponding contribution to on is referred to as the
"high-n top-up" (Nahar 1996).
The total recombination cross sections aRC, summed from contributions of group
A and B states, provides important information on dielectronic sateIlitle lines (Nahar &
Pradhan 2006). It is also used to calculate the photorecombination rates cxRc(E) with
photoelectron energyE which can be measured in laboratory set-ups. The velocity (v)
or energy dependent photorecombination rate can be obtained as,
(10)
The measurable feature is the resonant part of Q.Rc(E) convolved with the
monochromatic bandwidth of the experimental beam in synchrotron facilities such as
the Test Storage Ring in Heidelberg (e.g. Pradhan et al, 2001).
3. Computation
The calculations for photoionization and electron-ion recombination involve number of
stages, largely using R.-matrixpackage of codes (Berringtonet al. 1987, 1995) and their
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Table 1. Target levels and energies in the eigenfunction expansions of S XV and S XVI,
and dipole allowed transitions to the ground levels. Target S XV was optimized with
correlation configurations, 282,2p2 , 382 , 3p2,3d2,2s2p,2s3s,2s3p,2s3d,2s4s,2s4p,2p38,
2p3p,2p3d,2p4s,2p4p and the orbital scaling parameter A with values 1.1(ls), 0.991(28),
1(2p) , 1(3s), 1(3p),1(3d), 1(48), 1(4p). For S XVI, there is no correlation and A=l for
all orbitals.
0.0
192.544
192.552
192.765
228.276
228.219
228.342
228.342
228.363
240.774
240.775
240.801
240.801
240.810
240.810
240.815
SXVI
E(Ry)level
ls2p(3Pf) 5.21E+11 2p('2Pf/2) 4.09E+13
1s2p(i Pf) 6.64E+13 2p(2P~/2) 4.09E+13
1s3p(3Pf) 1.59E+11 3p(2Pf/2) 1.06E+13
ls3p(lPf) 1..89E+13 3p(2Pf/2) 1.08E+13
4p(~Pf/2) 4.12E+12
4p(2P~t2) 4.22E+12
SXV
level E(Ry)
Radiative decay rates to ground level, 18 2(1 So) for S XV
& ls(281/ 2) for S XVI, from various excited levels
S XV S XVI
Level Ali(S-l) Level A/i(S-l)
1 ls 2 ISo 0.0
2 1828 3S1 178.62726
3 1s2p apg 179.83231
4 1s2p 3Pf 179.86153
5 182s 1So 179.93399
6 182p 3p~ 179.98041
1 ls2p 1p~ 180.85266
8 183s 3S1 211.35166
9 ls3p apg 211.68343
10 ls3p 3Pf 211.69236
11 1838 180 211.69125
12 ls3p 3Pg 211.. 72770
13 1s3d 3D1 211.91161
14 ls3d 3D2 211.91192
15 ls3d 3Da 211.92578
16 ls3d 1D2 211.93516
17 ls3p 1Pi 211.96451
extensions as described below.
The first step, before start of R-matrix codes, is to obtain the orbitalwavefunctions
of the target or the core. They are obtained from configuration interaction atomic
structure calculations using the code SUPERSTRUCTURE (Eissner et al. 1974).
The wavefunction expansion for the Li-like S XIV contains 17 fine structure levels
of the spectroscopic configurations 182 , 182s, ls2p, 183s, ls3p, and 183d of the target
core S XV. The levels and their energies are given in Table 1. The set of correlation
configurations and the Thomas-Fermi scaling parameters for each orbital in the atomic
structure calculations are also given in Table 1.
The wavefunction expansion for S XV contains 16 fine structure levels of S XVI of
configurations Is, 2s, 2p, 38, 3p, 3d, 4s, 4p, 4d and A], The levels and their energies are
given also in Table 1. For both targets, S XV and S XVI, the calculated energies agree
with observed values in less than 1%.
The computations with R-matrix codes including relativistic effects through. Breit-
Pauli approximation (BPRM) (Berrington et al. 1987, 1995) start with the input of
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these orbital wavefuncti.ons from SUPER.STRUC1'UR.E. The first stage, S'I'Gl , includes
the second term of the wavefunction in Eq. (3) representing bound state correlation
functions. For S XIV all possible (N+l)-particle configurations with 0 to maximum
orbital occupancies of 2s2 , 2p2 ,382 , 3p2 , 3d2 , 48 and 4p are included. The radial integrals
for the partial wave expansion are specified for 0 ~ f, ::; 9, with a R-matrix basis set of 40
continuum functions. Computations are carried out for all angular momenta, 0 ::;. L :::;
11. For S XV, the bound state correlation functions included all possible configurations
from 0 to maximum orbital occupancies of 182, 282 , 2p2 , 3s2 , 3p2, 3d2 , 482 , 4p2 , 4d and
4/. The partial wave expansion includes all orbitals a5 £ ~ 9,with a R-matrix basis
set of 30 continuum functions. Computations are carried out for all angular momenta, 0
~ L ~ 14. Next stages of computations proceeded similar to earlier BPRM calculations,
such as those for Ni XXVI and Ni XXVII (Nahar 2005).
Both the partial and the total photoionization cross setions are obtained for all
bound levels using the extensions (Nahar & Pradhan 1994, Zhang et al. 1999) of the
BPRM codes that include the relativistic Breit-Paull effects (Scott & Burke 1980, Scott
& Taylor 1982). The energy levels are obtained from STGB and are identified using
the code PRCBPID (Nahal' & Pradhan 2000). Radiation damping of resonances up to
n = 10 are included using the extended codes STGF and STGBF (Nahar &Pradhan
1994, Zhang et al. 1999). The narrow resonances of these ions were delineated at a
very fine energy mesh. The program PBPRAD extends the total photoionizatlon cross
sections in the high energy region beyond the highest threshold in target ion by a 'tail'
using a fitting formula, C7PI(EO/ E)m, where EO is the last tabulated energy beyond the
resonances, that is, at an energy beyond the highest target threshold and -1 ~ m 2:: -3,
as described in Nahar & Pradhan (1994). m == -3 for Kramers fit at very high energies.
The DR collision strengths for the narrow and dense resonances in the energy region,
v.;« v ::; 00, below each target excited threshold were obtained using STGFDR. The
radiative decay rates for the allowed excited thresholds used for O(DR) are given in.
Table 1.
Recombination cross sections, C7RC(i), for various bound levels i - n(SLJ) of the
recombined (e + ion) system were obtained from partial photoionization cross sections
C7PI(i, g) using the programRECX8. It sums up the level specific rates and adds the
resonant contributions of high-n (I/o ::; v ~. 00) DR for the total recombination rates.
As a check on the numerical calculations, the total recombination rate coefficients, OR,
are also calculated from the total recombination. collision strength, ORC' The two sets
of numerical values agreed within a few percent.
4. Results and Discussions
Photoionization and electron-ion recombination of (8 XIV + lw :::=; S XV + e), (8 XV -t-
lw ~ S XVI + e) are studied in detail. Photoionization includes both the total and the
partial. The total refers to photoionization when the ionized residual ion can be in the
ground or in an excited state and the partial refers to ionization only into the ground
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state. 'I'he present self-consistent set of results include photoionization cross sections
and recombination cross sections and rate coefficients for fine structure levels up to n ~
10 and l < 9. Various features of these processes are discussed in the subsections below.
4.1. S XIll
A total of 98 bound fine structure levels of total angular momenta 1/2 ::; J .::; ·17/2 are
obtainecl for Li-like S XIV with n < 10, 0 < l ~ 9, 0 ~ L ~ 11 (Nahar 2002). The
earlier results (Nahar 2002) are for oscillator strengths for raditive transitions obtained
using the same BPRM approximation and same wavefunction, and hence are consistent
with the present results for photoionizationand recombination.
4.1.1. Photoionization The total photoionization cross sections (apI), which include
contributions from all channels for ionization into the ground and various excited states
of the residual ion, are presented for all 98 fine structure levels of S XIV. Partial
photoionziation are also presented for all 98 fine structure bound levels. Important
characteristics in api are illustrated below.
Photoionization cross section of the ground level is needed for ionization fractions
and other applications. Figure 1 presents tYPI for both total (panel b) and partial (panel
c) photoionization of the ground level 182 28 281/ 2 ofS XIV and compares with the
total cross section (panel a) from the OP (Peach et al. 1988). The smooth decay of the
cross secti.on of the ground level over a wide energy range is typical for a few electron
system. The resonances in O'PI are due to doubly excited autoionizing states Isnlvl' of
various Rydberg series converging on to the n = 2,3 levels of the core ion. v is the
effective quantum number for an autoioulzing state. Theresonances start to appear in
the high energy region because of core threshold lying in the high energy region. The
first resonance complexes are the well known KLL, KLM, etc. complexes belonging to
n=2 core thresholds. KLL denotes the series Is2121,KLM denotes 182131' etc. KLL
complex, for example, consists of 22 possible resonances seen as dielectronic satellite
lines (e.g. ·Nahar & Pradhan 2006).
The total and partial cross sections are identical below the first excited level of
the residual ion. However, the totalapI is enhanced beyond n=2 thresholds by the
added contributions from excited channels in comparison to the partial cross sections
where they are not added. The enhancement at the excited n==2 thresholds is due to
the Ksshell photoionization:
hv + (182 2s) ----1> e+ (1828, ls2p)
which is at about 232 R.y (sum of ionization energy 51.963Ry and excitation energy
179.86Ry for core tran.sition 182 1So-ls2pl Pl ). This inner-shell edge plays an important
role in X-ray photoionization models..However, the OP cross sections do not include
these resonances. The OP data also do not include partial cross sections needed for
cascade matrix, recombination cross sections etc.
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Figure 1. Total (a - Opacity Project , b - present) and partial (c) photoionization cross
sections of the ground level 182 28 (2S1 /2) of S XN. The enhancement in the total
UPl around n = 2 thresholds ('" 232. Ry) in (a,b) is due to K-shell ionization (hv +
1s221 -+ 1s21 + e). The partial cross section (c) does not show it since ionization into
the excited core are not included . The OP cross sections (a) (Peach et al 1988) do not
include the resonances.
Figure 2 presents total (JPI of excited Rydberg series of levels ls2npePf/2)' 2
::; n ::; 6 of S XIV illustrating the resonant structures at higher energies, especially
the photoexcitation-of-core (PEC) resonances. Contrary to hydrogenic decay of the
excited state cross sections, PEC resonances enhance the background. These resonances
are manifested by dipole transitions from the ground level in the core ion and app ear
at the excit ed thresholds of transitions . At photon energies that equal to core
excitation energies, the core goes through the allowed ~J=O-l transitions while the
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Figure 2. Total photoionization cross sections of the excited Rydberg series of
levels, ls2np(2Plj2) with 2 ~ n ~6, of SXIV illustrating the prominent PEe
(photoexcitation-of-core) resonances (pointed by arrows) at about 180 Ry due to core
excitation to n=21evels, 182 1So - ls2p 3Pi,1 Pi, and at about 212 Ry to 11=3 levels,
182 ISo - ls3p 3FT,l Pf.
outer electron remains a 'spectator' in a doubly-excited resonant state. The state decays
via autoionization into the ground level of the core. PEO resonances can be seen in Fig~
2 (pointed by arrows in the figure), at about 180 Ry for 0==2 thresholds 1s2p 3ff, 1 Pf
and at about 212 Ryof n==3 threshoulds ls3p 3Pt,! Pi. PEe resonances are more
enhanced than the narrow Rydberg resonances and can increase the background cross
sections by orders of magnitude. The effect becomes increasingly prominent in cross
sections of higher excited levels. PEC resonances exist in(JPI of all excited bound levels
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Figure 3. Level..specific recombination rate coefficient, D:R(T, nSLJ) , of the ground
and excited Rydberg series of levels, ls2ns f Sl /2) with 2 ~ n ~ 6, of S XIV. The
shoulder at high temperature is due to DR or resonances in Up] in the high energy
region.
of SXIV.
The partial cross sections also show PEG resonances due to core excitation.
However, the partial cross sections have lower background cross sections and less
resonances as exemplified in Figure 1.
4.1.2. Electron-ion Recombination Level-specific recombination rate coefficients,
aR(T,TtSLJ), that include both the RR and DR, are presented for all 98 fine structure
levels of S XIV. Typical feature of these rates show smooth decay with a DR 'shoulder'
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Figure 4. (a) Total unified (e+ ion) recombination cross sections, (IRe, and (b)
unified recombination rate coefficients, CtRC (E), with photoelectron energy for (e +
S XV-+ S XIV). Separated resonance complexes, KLL, KLM, etc of n = 2 and KMM,
etc. ofn= 3 thresholds are noted. QRc(E) with high resonances below n=2 thresholds
can be measured at labs.
at high temperature. The shoulder is formed from DR or the resonances in the high
energy region. Figure 3 shows level-specific recombination rate coefficients for ground
and excited levels of the series, ls2 n s(2S1/ 2) where 2 :s; n ~. 6.
Table 2 presents numerical values of c¥R(T, nSLJ) for recombining to the ground
and lowest seven excited n == 2 and 3 levels of SXIV: ls22s 280, ls238 280, ls22p 2Pf/2'
ls23p 2Pf/2' ls23d 2D3/ 2, ls22p 2Pf/2' ls23p 2Pf/2' ls23d 2D3/ 2, ls23d 2D5/ 2 . Spectral
modeling in the UV region requires these rates.
The total unified recombination cross sections fJRc(E) and the recombination rate
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Table 2. Level specific recombination rate coefficients for the ground and excited 2l
and 3llevels of S XIV. BE is the binding energy of the level in Rydberg.
log10T QR(cm3s- 1)
(K) 2.9 28 1/ 2 38 28 1/ 2 2p· 2Pf/ 2 3p 2Pf/2 3d 2D3/ 2 2p 2Pg/2 3p 2Pf/ 2 3d 2D5/ 2
BE= -52.0 -22;6 -49.9 -22.1 -21.8 -49.8 -22.0 -21.8
1.0 1.47E-10 4.80E-11 1.48E-I0 5.46&11 7.29E-11 2.93E-I0 1.09E-I0 1.09E-10
1.1 1.31&-10 4.27E-l1 1.32E-10 4.87£-11 6.50E-l1 2.61E-10 9.69E-l1 9.72E-l1
1.2 1.17E-I0 3.81E-l1 1.18E-I0 4.34E-l1 5.79E-l1 2.33E-I0 8.64E-11 8.66E-11
1.3 1.04E-I0 3.40E-l1 1.05E-I0 3.87E-l1 5.16£-11 2.08B-IO 7.70E..11 7.72E-11
1.4 9.30E-l1 3.03E-ll 9.34E-l1 3.45E-11 4.60E-l1 1.85£-10 6.86E-1l 6.88~11
1.5 8.29B-11 2.70E-l1 8.33E-I1 3.07E-l1 4.10E-ll 1.65E-tO 6.12E-ll 6.13E-l1
1.6 1.39E-l1 2.40B-ll 7.42£-11 2.74£-11 3.66E-l1 1.47E-I0 5;45£-11 5.46E-l1
1.7 6.58E-l1 2.14£..11 6.62E-l1 2.44E-11 3.26E-l1 1.31E-I0 4.86E-11 4.87£-11
1.8 5.87£-11 1.91£-11 5.90E-l1 2.17E-11 2.90E-l1 1.17E-I0 4.33E-l1 4.34E-l1
1.9 5.23E-l1 1.70E-l1 5.25E-11 1.94E-l1 2.59E-l1 1.04E-IO 3.86E-l1 3.87E-l1
2.0 4.66E-l1 1.52&-11 4.68£-11 1.73E-l1 2.31E-l1 9.27E-l1 3.44E-11 3.45E-l1
2.1 4.15E-11 1.35E-l1 4.17E-11 1.54E-l1 2.06E-l1 8.26E-l1 3.01E-l1 3.01E-11
2.2 3.70B-l1 1.20E-l1 3.72E-l1 1.37E-11 l.83E-11 7.37E-!1 2.13E-11 2.74E-ll
2.3 3.30E-l1 1.07E-l1 3.32E-11 1.22E-11 l.63E-l1 6.56E-I1 2.44E-l1 2.44E-11
2.4 2.94E-11 9.57£.12 2.95£..11 1.09£.11 1.46£..11 5,85E.l1 2.17E-l1 2.17E-l1
2.5 2.62E-11 8.53E-12 2.63E-l1 9.71E-12 1.30E-l1 5.21&11 1.93E-l1 1.94E-11
2.6 2.34E-11 7.60E-12 2.35E-l1 8.66E-12 1.16E-11 4.65E-11 L72E-l1 1.73E-l1
2.7 2.08E-l1 6.78E-12 2.09B-l1 7.1'2E-12 1.03E-11 4.14E-11 1.54E-11 1.54E-11
2.8 1.86E-l1 6.04E-12 1.86E-l1 6.88E-12 9.18E-12 3.69E-l1 L37E-l1 1.37E-11
2.9 1.65E-l1 5.38E-12 1.66E-l1 6.13E-12 8.18&.12 3.29B-l! 1.22E-l1 1.22E-11
3.0 1.47E-l1 4.80E-12 1.48E-l1 5.46E-12 7.29E-12 2.93E-11 L09E-I1 L09E-1l
3.l. l.31E-ll 4.28E-12 1..32E-l1 4.87E-12 6.50E-12 2.61E-ll 9.69E-12 9.71E-12
3.2 1.11E-l1. 3.81E-12 1.I8E-l1 4.34£-12 5.79E-12 2.33E-l1 8.64E-12 8,65E-12
3,3 1.04E-11 3.40E-12 1.05E-ll 3.87E-12 5.16E-12 2.08E-l1 7.10E-12 7.71E-12
3.4 9.30E-12 3.03E-12 9.34E-12 3.45E-12 4.60E-12 1.85E-l1 6.86E-12 6.87E-12
3,5 8.29E-12 2.70E-12 8.33E-12 3.07E-12 4.10E-12 1.65E-li 6.11E-12 6.12E-12
3.6 7.39E-12 2.40E-12 7.42E-12 2.74E-12 3.658-12 1.47E-l1 5.45£-12 5.45E-12
3.7 6.58E-12 2.14&-12 6.61E-12 2.44E-12 3.25£-12 1.31E-li 4.86E-12 4.86E-12
3.8 5.87£-12 1.91E-12 5.89E-12 2.17E-12 2.90E-12 1.17E-11 4.33E-12 4.33E-12
3.9 5.23E-12 1.70E-12 5.25E-12 1.94E-12 2.58E-12 1.04E-l1 3.86E-12 3.86E-12
4.0 4.66E-12 1.52E-12 4.68E-12 1.. 73E-l2 2.30Frl2 9.26E-12 3.44E-12 3.43E-12
4.1 4.15E-12 1.35£.12 4.17E-12 1.54E-12 2.05E-12 8.25E-12 3;06E-12 3.06E-12
4.2 3.70E-12 1.21£.12 3.71£.12 1.37E-12 1.82E-12 7.35&12 2.73£..12 2.72E-12
4.3 3.30E-12 1.07E-12 3.31E-12 1.22E-12 1.62E-12 6.55E-12 2.43E-12 2.42E-12
4.4 2.94E-12 9.58E-13 2.95E-12 1.09E-12 1.44E-12 5.83E-12 2.16E-12 2.15E-12
4.5 2.62E-12 8.54E-13 2.62E-12 9.68E-13 1.28E-12 5.19E-12 1.93E-12 1.91E-12
4.6 2.34E-12 7.61E-13 2.34E-12 8.62E-13 1.14&-12 4.62&-12 1.72E-12 1.10E-12
4.7 2.08E-12 6.78E-13 2.08E-12 7.67£-13 1.01E-12 4.12&-12 1.53E-12 1.51E-12
4.8 I.B6E-12 6.05E-13 1.85E-12 6.83B-13 B.95E-13 3.66E-12 1.36B-12 1.34E-12
4.9 1.66E-12 5. 39B-13 1.65E-12 6.08E-13 7.93E-l3 3.26E-12 1.21E-12 1.18E-12
5.0 1.48£..·12 4.81B-13 1.46E-12 5.40B-13 7,01E-13 2.90E··12 1.08&-12 1.05£..12
5.1 1.32£-12 4.29E-13 1.30E-12 4.80E-13 6.18E-13 2.57E-12 9.56E-13 9.24£-13
5.2 1.17£-12 3.82E-13 1.15E-12 4.26E-13 5.45E-13 2.28&-12 8.49E-13 8.14E-13
5.3 1.05E-12 3.41E-13 1.02E-12 3.78E-13 4.78&13 2~03E-12 7.53E-13 7.14E-13
5.4 9.34E-13 3.04E-13 9.07E-13 3.35E-13 4.18B-13 1.80E-12 6.67E-13 6.25E-13
5.5 8.34E-13 2.72E-13 8.02E-13 2.97E-13 3.65E-13 1.59E-12 5.91E-13 5.45E-13
5.6 7.44E-13 2.42E-13 7.09E-13 2.62E-13 3.16E-13 1.40E-12 5.22E-13 4,73E-13
5.7 6.64F..-13 2. 16E-13 6.24E-13 2.31E-13 2.73E-1.3 1.23E-12 4,60E-13 4.08E-13
5.8 5.93E-13 1.93£..·13 5.49E-13 2.03E-13 2.34E-13 1.09E-12 4.04E-13 3.50B-13
5.9 5.29E-13 1.72E-13 4.81E-13 1.78B-13 1.99E·13 9.51E-13 3.54&·13 2.98E-13
6.0 4.73B-13 1.54E-13 4.19B-13 1.56E-13 1.68E-13 R30E-13 3.09E-13 2.52E-13
6.1 4.22E-13 1.37E-13 3.65E-13 1.35B-13 1.41&13 7.21B-13 2.69&13 2.11£-13
6.2 3.76E-13 1.22E-13 3.15E-13 1.17E-13 1.17E-13 6.23E-13 2.32E-13 1.15E-13
6.3 3.36E-13 1.09E-13 2.71E-13 1.01E-13 9.65£-14 5.37E-13 2.00B-13 1.44E-13
6.4 3.00E-13 9.66E-14 2.34&-13 8.61E-14 7.87E-14 4.62E-13 1.11E-13 L17E-13
6.5 2.70B-13 8.63E-1.4 2.04.E-13 7.37E-14 6.40E-14 4.05E-13 1.46E-13 9.47E-14
6;6 2.48Fr13 1.86F.r14 1.85E-13 6.40E-14 5.28E-1.4 3.72E-13 1..26&-13 7.61£-.14
6.7 2.33E-13 7.44£..14 1.78E-13 5.81&.14 4.59E-14 3.68E-13 1.12E-13 6.13E-14
6.8 2.24E-13 7.39£-14 1.81E-13 5.59E-14 4.33E-14 3.87E-13 1.05E-13 5.01E-14
6.9 2.17E-13 7.58E-14 1.88E-13 5.64E-14 4.36B-14 4.13E-13 1.03E-13 4.19E-14
7.0 2.08E-13 7.77E-14 1.92E-13 5.76E-14 4.51£-14 4.32£..13 1.02E-13 3.56E-14
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Table 2 continues.
CtR(mn38 - 1)log10T
(K) 28 281/ 2 38 281/ 2 'J 2po 3p 2Pf/2 3d 2 D3/ 2 2p 2P~/2 3p 2P~/2 3d ?'D5/ 2..p 1/2
7.1 1.95E-13 7.71E-14 1.89E013 5.15&14 4.58£-14 4.32E-13 1.00E-13 3.06E-14
1.2 1.78E-13 7.47E-14 1.77E-13 5.53E-14 4.46E-14 4.10E-13 9.41E-14 2.62E-14
7.3 1.58E-13 6.88E-14 1.59E-13 5.08E-14 4.14E-14 3.71E-13 8.61E-14 2.21Fr14
7.4 1.36E-13 6.08E-14 1.36E-13 4.47E-14 3.67£..14 3.21£..13 7.53E-14 1.82E·-14
7.5 1.14£..13 5.19£..14 1.13&13 3.79£..14 3.12£..14 2.68E-13 6.35E-14 1.47E-14
7.6 9.34E-14 4.30£..14 9.16E-14 3.11E-14 2.56£-14 2.17E-13 5.19E-14 L17E-14
7.7 7.53E-14 3.48E-14 1.22E-14 2.48&14 2,04&14 1.72E-13 4.14E-14 9.09E-15
7.8 5.98£-14 2.75£..14 5.59E-14 1.94E-14 1.59£-14 1.33E-13 3.23£-14 6.95E-15
7.9 4.69£-14 2.14E-14 4.26E-14 1.49E-14 1.22E-14 1.01E-13 2.48£-14 5.25E-15
8.0 3.64E-14 1.65£-14 3.20£-14 1.13E-14 9.19E-15 7.61E-14 1.88E-14 3.92E-15
8.1 2.80£-14 1.25E-14 2.39E-14 8.43E-15 6.83E-15 5.66£-14 1.41E-14 2.90£-15
8.2 2.14&-14 9.46E-15 1.76E-14 6.25E-15 5.04E-15 4.18E-14 1.04E-14 2.13E-15
8.3 1.63E-14 7.09E-15 1.30E-14 4.60E-15 3.6BE-15 3.07£-14 7.69E-15 1.55E-·15
8.4 1.23£..14 5.28B-15 9.47E-15 3.3TE-15 2.68E-1S 2.24E-14 5.63B-15 1.13£..15
8.5 9.29E-15 3.92E-15 6.89E-15 2.45E-15 1.93E-15 1.63£..14 4.11B-15 8.15E-16
8.6 6.97E-15 2.90E-15 5.00E-15 1.78E-15 1.39E-15 1.18&-14 2.99B-15 5.88£.16
8.7 5.21&-15 2.13E-15 3.62&-15 1.29&-15 1.00&-15 8.52E-15 2.17&-15 4.23E-16
8.8 3.89E-15 1.51&-15 2.62&-15 9.32E-16 7.16E-16 6.14E-15 1.51&-15 3.04&-16
8.9 2.89E-15 1.15E-15 1.89&-15 6.72E-16 5.12E-16 4.42&15 1.13E-15 2.18E-16
9.0 2.15E-15 8.43B-16 L36E-15 4.83E-16 3.65E-16 3.18E-15 8.16E-16 1.56E-16
coefficient with photoelectron energy cxRc(E) are presented as both are considerable
interest. Detailed O'Rc(E) provides the spectrum of dielectronic satellite lines used for
diagnostics of astrophysical thin plasmas while aRc(E) is of experimental interest since
it can be measured in synchrotron based set-ups, such as Test Storage Ring (TSR) in
Heidelberg (e.g. Schipperset al. 2001). Both (JRc(E) and o'Rc(E) for the recombined
S XIV are presented in the top and the bottom panels of Figure 4. U.RC diverges at
zero photoelectron energy, but decays fast smoothly with energy until the emergence
of resonance complexes at high energies. A few resonance complexes are marked in the
figures, such as KLL, !(LM converging on to n = 2 thresholds, andKMM, KMN etc.,
converging on to n == 3 thresholds. These resonances, especially the KLL resonances
manifest tbemselvesas di-electronic satellite lines observed in tokomaks, TSR, Electron-
Beam-Ion-Traps (EBIT), and high temperature astrophysical sources. The profi.les and
intensities from the unified cross sections can be directly compared with measured
quantities and observed recombination spectra of satellite lines (Nahar & Pradhan 2006).
Figure 4(b) presents aRc(E) in the energy range where the resonances converge on to
the n== 2 threshold. Experiments can be carried in this energy range and hence the
Y-scaling is chosen to be linear. In experimental measurements the strong narrow
resonances are convolved with the monochromatic bandwidth of the detector and hence
appear broader.
The total recombination rate coefficient CiRC(T) for S XIV is given fora wide range
of temperature in Table 3. The main features are illustrated and compared with the
available data for RR and DR rates in Figures 5. The unified cxRc(T) (solid) shows the
basic features. Starting high in the very low temperature, the rate goes down until it rises
to form a DR "bump" at high temperatuewhich is followed by a monotonic decay. The
low temperature recombination is dominated by radiative recombination into an infinite
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Figure 5. Total unified recombination rate coefficients Q:R(T) (solid curve) for (e +
S XV -+ S XIV). The RR rates are by Verner and Ferland (1996) (dash) and the DR
rates are by Romanik (1988, dot-dash).
number of ofhigh-n levels resulting in a smooth decay. The temperature "bump" is due
to appearance of resonances and the consequent dominance of DR. Present rate shows
very good agreement with previous results as expected for highly charged few electron
systems. Due to RRdomination at low temperature, present total rate agrees with the
RR rates from central-field approximation by Verner and Ferland (1996, dashed curve).
The agreement at high temperature is also very good with the DR rate from isolated
resonance approximation by Romanik (1988, dot-dash), even at the temperature region
of RR and DR interfence where the sum of earlier RR and DR rates equals to the total
unified rate. The interference between RR and DR is negligible for S XIV.
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Table 3. Total recombination rate coefficients O',R(T) for SXIV, S XV, and S XVI.
log 10T QR(crnSs 1)
K S XIV' SX·V SXVI
1.0 8.18E=09 9.96&-09 1.20&008
1.1 7.25&.09 8.84&09 1.01E-OB
1.2 6.42&-09 7.83E-09 9.47E-09
1.3 5.69E·09 6.94&-09 8.39E-09
1.4 5.03£.09 6.15E-09 1.44&09
1.5 4.44E-09 5.43E-09 6.58E-09
1.6 3.92£-09 4.80E-09 5.82E-09
1.7 3.46E-09 4.24E-09 5. 14E-09
1.8 3.04E-09 3.74E-09 4.54E-09
1.9 2.68£..09 3.29&.09 4.00E-09
2.0 2.36E-09 2.90&.09 3.53E-09
2.1 2.07&-09 2.55E-09 3.11E-09
2.2 1.82&-09 2.24E-09 2.74E-09
2.3 1.59£.·09 1.97&-09 2.41E-09
2.4 1.40E-09 1.73E-09 2.12E-09
2.5 L22E-09 1.51E-09 1.86E-09
2.6 1.07£..09 1.33E-09 1.63E-09
2.7 9.32E-I0 1.16E-09 1.43E-09
2.8 8.15E-10 1.01&.09 1.25E-09
2.9 7.10E-I0 8.88E-10 1.10E-09
3.0 6.19E-10 7.75E-10 9.58E-10
3.1 5.40B-I0 6.77&-10 B.3BE-tO
3.2 4.70B-I0 5.90E-I0 7.33E-I0
3.3 4.09B-I0 5.15£-10 6.40B-I0
3.4 3.55E-I0 4.48E-10 5.59E-I0
3.5 3.08E-I0 3.90B-10 4.88B-I0
3.6 2.68E-I0 3.40E-I0 4.24E-I0
3.7 2.32&-10 2.96E-10 3.71E-IO
3.8 2.01E-I0 2.57£..10 3.23E-10
3.9 1.74E-IO 2.23B-10 2.81FrlO
4.0 1.51£-10 1.94E-I0 2.45£-10
4.1 1.30E·I0 1.68E-10 2.13B-10
4.2 1.13E-I0 1.46E-10 1.85E-I0
4.3 9.73£-11 1.26£-10 L61E-I0
4.4 8.39E-11 1.09E-I0 1.39E-I0
4.5 7.22E-l1 9,44E-11 1.21E-I0
4.6 6.22E-l1 8.15E-l1 L05E-I0
4.7 5;34E-l1 7.04E-11 9.09E-l1
4.8 4.58£-11 6.07E-ll 7.86E-11
4.9 3.92E-11 5;23E-l1 6.80E-11
5.0 3.36&11 4.50B-11 5.87E-l1
5.1 2.87E-11 3.87E-l1 5.07E-l1
5.2 2.45E-ll 3.33B-l1 4.38B-l1
5.3 2,09E-l1 2.85E-l1 3.77E-11
5.4 1.77E-ll 2.44E-11 3.25E-11
5.5 1.50B-l1 2,09E-11 2.79E-l1
5.6 1.27&.11 1.79E-l1 2.39E-ll
5.7 1.07E-11 1.53E-l1 2.06E-11
5.8 9.06Fr12 1.30E-11 1.76F.rl1
5.9 7.61E-12 1.11.E-l1 1.5lE-11
6.0 6.38E·12 9,39E·12 1.29E-l1
6.1 5.34E-12 7.96E-12 1.10E-l1
6.2 4.45£-12 6,73E-12 9.36E-12
6.3 3.70E-12 5.68E-12 7.96E-12
6.4 3.07£-12 4.79E-12 6.75E-12
6.5 2.56E-12 4.04E-12 5.72E-12
6.6 2.17E-12 3.43E-12 4.82&.12
6.7 1.92E-12 2.96E-12 4.08E-12
6.8 1.79E-12 2.62&12 3.43&12
6.9 1.14E-12 2.38~12 2.87E-12
7.0 1.71£-12 2.20E-12 2.40E-12
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Table 3 continues.
4.2. S xv
logioT aR(mn3s 1)
K S XIV SXV S XVI
7.1 1.66E-12 2.02&12 2.00£-12
7.2 1.56£-12 1.84E-12 1.66E-1.2
1.3 1.41£-12 1.64£-12 1.37E-12
7.4 1.23E-12 1.42E-12 1.13E-12
1.5 1.03£-12 1.20E-12 9.26E-13
7.6 8.45E-13 9.87E·13 7.53E-13
7.7 6.75E-13 7.98£-13 6.12E-13
7.8 5.29E-13 6.34E-13 4.93E-13
7.9 4.08£-13 4.97E-13 3.95E-13
8.0 3.10E-13 3.85E-13 3.15E-13
8.1 2.34E-13 2.96E-13 2.49B-13
8.2 1.74£-13 2.25E-13 1.96E-J3
8.3 1.29E-13 1.71E-13 1.53B-13
8.4 9.56E-14 L29E-13 1.19&13
8.5 7.02E-14 9.65£-14 9.23&14
8.6 5.14E-14 7.22£-14 7.06E-14
8.7 3.76E-14 5.38E-14 5.43E-14
8.8 2.74E-14 4.00E-14 4.11E-14
8.9 1.99£-14 2.97E-14 3.11E-14
9.0 1.45£-14 2.20£-14 2.34&-14
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For He-like S XV, a total of 188 bound fine structure levels of total angular momenta
o< J < 10 with n < 10, 0 < l < 9, 0 < L < 14 are found. The energies agree very
well, in less than 1%, with the available observed energies compiled by NIST.
4.2.1. Phoioionizaiion Total photoionization cross sections forSXV, leaving the target
or core ion in the ground and 15 excited levels, are presented for all 188 bound levels.
Partial photoionization cross sections leaving the target in the ground level are also
obtained for all these fine structure levels.
Illustrative features of the total UPI of the ground and low lying excited levels,
especially those corresponding to the four most commonly used spectral diagnostic lines
(w.x.y,z) of He-like ions, are shown in Figure 6. The top panel (a) presents UPI of
the ground level 182 (1So). The lower four panels present level-specific cross sections
of the four lowest n ==2 excited levels that give rise to prominent X-ray lines in the
Ko complex: (b) the resonance line (w: 182 (ISO) r- ls2p(lPl»)' (c) forbidden line (x:
182 (180) ~ 182p(3Pz),(d) intercombination line (y : 182 (lSO) +- 182p(3Pi), and (e)
forbidden line (z: 182 (ISO) t- 182s(381». These lines are also kwon as the r, !,i, f
lines. Their ratios provide information of temperature, density, ionization balance, and
a.bundances in plasma sources.
'The curves in Figure 6 show that the cross section O-PI decreases monotonically
over a large energy range for all levels. The resonances inphotoionization cross sections
appear in high energy due to Rydberg series of autoionizing states belong to high lying
core levels. (J'PI of the ground level 182 (180) has smooth background with some narrow
resonances belonging to n==2 thresholds. However, much more resonances show up in
excited state CTPI. The well-separated resonance complexes are LL (2121) ,LM (2131') etc
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Figure 6. Level-specific photoionization cross sections of S XV: (a) the ground
level, 182 (ISO), and four excited (b) ls2p(1 Pf), (c) ls2p(3P2)' (d) ls2p(3 Pf), (e)
1s28(381) levels corresponding to the prominent resonance (w), intercombination (y),
and forbidden(x,z) diagnostic X-ray lines. K-shell ionization edge. for excited levels is
marked at n = 2 thresholds.
converging on to n==2 thresholds of the core. In contrast to the ground level, the excited
levels show a K-shell jump at the n == 2 threshold due to Is ionization:
lu/ + (1828, ls2p) ---7 e + (28 ,2p)
Ground level does not have an excited core electron to introduce such a bump.
Comparison of the present a PI with those from the OP (Fernly et al. 1987) is made
in Figure 7. OP does not consider fine structure levels. I-Ience the ground levells2(1So)
and excited level 182p(1Pf) are chosen as they represent the same state in fine structure
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Ftgure 7. Comparison of photoionization cross sections of SXV of the ground level,
182 (ISo) (panel a- Opacity Project and panel b - present) and excited level, ls2p(1Pi),
(panel c -Opacity Project, d - present). The features seen in present UP] are missing
in the OP data.
and in L8 coupling term. Although both OP and present api are very much similar
for the ground level, the resonances and their positions are missing in the OP data. It
is important to know the positions of the resonances and their relative strengths since
these may be observed as absorption lines in the X-ray spectra. The large difference
between the present and OP results .is seen for the excited state where OP cross sections
miss out all the resonant features as well as the enhancement in the background.
Similar to the excited levels of the Li-like S XIV, apI of excited levels of He-
like S XV exhibit PEO resonances. Figure 8 presents level specific total apI of the
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Figure 8. Total photoionization cross sections of the excited Rydberg series of
levels, lsns(lSO) with 25 n ~ 7, of S XIV, The figure illustrates the prominent
PEe tphoioezciiaiion-of-corei resonances (pointed by arrows) at about 192 Ry due to
excitations of 0=2 core levels 2p 2 Pf/2,3/2' at about 228 Ry due to n=3 core levels
3p 2 Pf/2,3/2' and at about 241 Ry due to 11=4 core levels 4p 2 Pf.j2,3j2'
excited Rydberg series of levels, lsns(l So) with 2 ~ n ~ 7 for S xv. The enhanced
PEC resonance positions are pointed by arrows at photon energies 192 Ry due to core
excitations to n=2 levels, 28 281/ 2 - 2p 2p~/2)3/21 at about 228 Ry for transitions to
n=3 levels 28 281/ 2 - 3p 2P~/2)3/2' and at about 241 Ry for transitions to n=4 levels
28 281/ 2 - 4p 2p~/2,3/2' The enhanced background due to PEe are clear from that of
narrow Rydberg autoionizing resonances. PEe resonances become distinct with higher
ll.
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Partial photoionization cross sections for SXV do not include contributions from
channels of excited core ionization. Hence, although similar to those of the total, they
have less resonances and lower background.
4.2.2. Electron-ion recombination Level-specific recombination rate coefficients
aR(nSLJ) are presented for all 188 fine structure levels of S XV with 0 5 J ~ 10 and n
::; 10. Table 4 presents a sample set of level specific recombination rates for the ground
level 182 (l SO), and excited levels 1828(180) , 182s(381 ) , 1s2p(1Pf), ls2p(3po), ls2p(3P1),
ls2.p(3P2), 1838(180 ) , and 1838(381) , The set includes the levels corresponding to the
X-ray w, x, Y, and z lines of S XV. The rates show a smooth decay, similar to S XIV,
and a small shoulder at high temperatue due to DR resonances.
The total unified electron-ion recombination collision strength (ORC) , total
recombination cross sections (aRc) and recombination rate coefficients (aRc{E) are
presented. Since ORC and (JRC differ by some kinematic factors, they show similar
featues. Figure 9 presents (JRC in the top panel and aRC (E) in the bottom panel. Similar
to Li-like S XIV, the unified aRC of He-like S XV, in Figure 9(a), decays smoothly with
energy until resonance complexes appear at very high energies. It also shows separated
resonance complexes, such as LL (2121'), LM (2131'), etc. converging on to the n == 2
thresholds, MM, MN etc. converging on to the n. = 3 thresholds, etc. LL.LM complexes
are seen as dielectronic satellite lines in recombination spectra. The resonances become
much weaker by orders of magnitude and narrower beyond n = 2 thresholds, and hence
become less important. The resonances for the velocity dependent photorecombination
rate D:Rc(E) for S XV are strong up to n=2 threshold, shown in Figure 9(b), and hence
are expected to be seen in experiment.
Total unified recombination rate coefficients QR(T) forSXV are presented for a
wide range of temperature, 1::;log10T ~ 9, in Table 3. The features are illustrated and
compared with the available rates in Figure 10. The unified aR(T) (solid) shows features
similar to SXIV. The low temperature rate is high due to dominance of RR in to an
infinite number of high-n levels and decreases over a wide temperature range since the
autoionizing resonances do not appear until at high energy. aR(T) forms a small "bump"
at high temperatue due to dominant DR process, and decays smoothly. The present
total aR(T) S XV agrees very well with the RR rate coefficients by Verner and Ferland
(1996, dash) and high temperature DR rates from isolated resonance approximation by
Romanik (1988, dot). However, the fit by Shull and Steenberg (1982, short dash) for
S XV peaks lower.
Recombination rates for H-like S XVI are provided in Table 3 for completeness.
Pbotoionization cross sections ofSXVI are also available electronically.
5. Conclusion
The inverse processes of photoionization and electron-ion recombination for S XIV and
S XV are studied in detail using the unified method for total recombination. The ions
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Table 4. Level specific recombination rate coefficients CtR(nJ7r) for the ground and
excited 21 and 38 levels of S XV. BE is the binding energy of the level in Rydberg.
log10T aR(cm3s 1)
(K) 1s 2 180 1828 180 1838 180 1s2p 3 P8 10928 381 1838 3S1 lo92p3Pt 182p 1Pf 1092p 3p~
BE=: -237. -57.0 -25.3 ~57.2 -58.3 -25.6 -57.1 -56.1 -57.0
1.0 6.46£..10 4.29E-11 1.43E-11 4.20E=11 1.33B-10 4.32E-11 1.26E-10 L15E-IO 2.08E-10
1.1 5.76E-10 3.82&11 1,27E-11 3.75E-11 1.18E-10 3.85E-11 1.13E-10 1.02E-IO 1.85E-10
1.2 5.14E-10 3.41E-l1 l.13E-ll 3.34E-11 1.05E-I0 3.43B-l1 1.ooE-10 9.11£..11 1.65E-I0
1.3 4,58B-10 3.04E-ll 1.01E-11 2.98E-11 9.38E-11 3.06E-l1 8.94E-11 8.12E-l1 1.47E-10
1.4 4.08E-10 2.71B-l1 9.00E-12 2.65E-11 8.36E-11 2.73E-l1 7.97E-l1 7.23E-l1 1.31E-I0
1.5 3.64&10 2,41E-11 8.02E-12 2;36E-11 7.45£-11 2.43E-1I 7.10B-It 6.45E-l1 1.17E-I0
1.6 3.24£-10 2.15£-11 7.15E-12 2.11E-l1 6.64E-11 2.17E-11 6. 33E-it 5.75E-11 1.04E-10
1.7 2.89E·10 1.92E-l1 6.37E-12 1.88E-l1 5.92E-11 1.93E-11 5.ME·11 5.12E-11 9.29E-11
1.8 2.57E-10 1.71E-11 5.68£-12 1.67E-11 5,28B-11 1.72E-11 5.03E-11 4.56E-11 8,28E-l1
1.9 2.29E-I0 L52E-11 5.06£-12 1.49E-11 4,70E-l1 1.53E-l1 4.48&-11 4.07E-l1 7.38E-l1
2.0 2.04E-10 1.36E-ll 4.51E-12 1.33E-l1 4.19B-ll 1.37E-ll 3..99E-l1 3~63E-11 6.57£-11
2.1 1.82E-10 1.21E-11 4.02E-12 1. I8E-11 3.74E-11 1.22E-l1 3.56E-l1 3.23E-ll 5.ME-1I
2.2 1.62E-I0 LOBE-II 3.58E-12 1.06E-l1 3.33E-l! 1.09E-11 3.17E-11 2.88E-l1 5.22E-l1
2.3 L45E-I0 9.60E-12 3.19E-12 9.41E-12 2.97E-l1 9.67E-12 2.83B-11 2.57E-11 4.65£-11
2.4 1.29E·10 8.56E-12 2.85E-12 8.39E-12 2.64E-l1 8.62E··12 2.52E-l1 2.29E-·l1 4.15E-11
2.5 1.15E-10 7.63E-12 2.54&12 7.47E-12 2.36E-l1 7.68£-12 2.25E-11 2.04£-11 3.70B-11
2,6 1.02E-I0 6.80E-12 2.26£-12 6.66E-12 2,10E-l1 6.85E-12 2.00E-11 1.82E-11 3,29E-l1
2.7 9.13E-Il 6.06£-12 2.01E-12 5.94E-12 1.87E-l1 6.10E-12 1.78E-l1 1.62£-11 2.94E-l1
2.8 8.14E-11 5.40E-12 1.80E-12 5.29E-12 1.67E-l1 5.44E-12 1.59E-II 1.44£-11 2.62E-l1
2.9 7.25£-11 4.81E-12 1.60E-12 4.72£-12 1.49E-II 4.85£-12 1.42E-11 1.29E-l1 2.33E-l1
3.0 6,46E-11 4.29£-12 1.43E-12 4.2OE-12 1.33B-li 4.32£-12 1.26£-11 1.15E-l1 2.08£-11
3.1 5.76E-11 3.82£-12 1.27E-12 3.75E-12 1.18E-l1 3.85E-12 1.13E-l1 1.02E-11 1.85E-l1
3.2 5.14E-11 3.41£-12 1.13E-·12 3.34E.. 12 1.05E-11 3.43E-12 1,00E-11 9.11E-12 1.65£-11
3.3 4.58E-l1 3.04E-12 1.01&.12 2.97E-12 9.38E-12 3.06E-12 8.94E-12 8.11E-12 1.47E-l1
3.4 4,08E-11 2.71E-12 9.00E-13 2.65E-12 8.36£-12 2.73E-12 7.97E-12 7.23E-12 1.31E-l1
3.5 3.64E-11 2.41E-12 8,02E-13 2.36E-12 7,45£-12 2;43E-12 7.10E-12 6.44E-12 1.11E-ll
3.6 3.24E-l1 2.15E-12 7.15E-13 2.11E-12 6.64E-12 2.l1E-12 6.33£-12 5.74£-12 1.04E-l1
3.7 2.89E-l1 1.92E-12 6.37E-13 1.88E-12 5.92E-12 1.93E-12 5.64E-12 5.12E-12 9.28E-12
3.8 2.57E-l1 1.71£-12 5,68E-13 1.67£-12 5.28E-12 1.72E-12 5.03E-12 4.56E-12 8.27E-12
3.9 2.29B-l1 1.52£-.12 5.06E-.13 1.49E-12 4.70E-12 1.53&12 4.48E-12 4.06E-12 7.37E-12
4.0 2.04&-11 1.36£-12 4.51E-13 1.33E-12 4.19E-12 1.37&12 3,99£.12 3.62£-12 6,57£-12
4.1 1.82£-11 1.21£-12 4.02E-13 1.18E-12 3.73£-12 1.22E-12 3.56E-12 3.23E-12 5.85£-12
4.2 1.62E-l1 1.08E-12 3.58E-13 1.05E-12 3.33E-12 1.09E-12 3.11£-12 2.87E-12 5.21£-12
4.3 1.45E-l1 9.60E-13 3,19B-13 9.39E-13 2.97E-12 9.67E-13 2.82E-12 2.56&-12 4,64E-12
4.4 1.29&-11 8.56&-13 2.85E-13 8.36E-13 2.64E-12 8.62E-13 2.51E-12 2.28E-12 4. 14E-12
4.5 1.15E-lt 7.63E-13 2.54E-13 7.45E-13 2.36E-12 7.68E-13 2.24&-12 2.03&-12 3.68E-12
4.6 1.02E-11 6.80E-13 2.26E-13 6.63E-13 2.10E-12 6.85E-13 1.99E-12 1.81E-12 3.28E-12
4.7 9.13£-·12 6.06E-13 2,02E-13 5.90E-13 1.87E-12 6.10E-13 L77E-12 1.61E-12 2,92E-12
4.8 8,13E-12 5.40E-13 1.80E-13 5.25&-13 1.67&-12 5.44&13 1.58E-12 1.43&-12 2.60&-12
4.9 7.25E-12 4.81E-13 1.60E-13 4,67&-13 1.49E-12 4.85E-13 1,40E-12 1.27B-12 2,31£-12
5.0 6.46E-12 4.29E-13 1.43&-13 4.1GE-13 1.32E-12 4.32&13 1.25E-12 1.13&-12 2,06&-12
5.1 5.75&-12 3.82E-13 1.27E-13 3.69E-13 1.18E-12 3.85E-13 1. l1E-12 1.01E-12 1.83E-12
5.2 5.13£-12 3.41E-13 1.13E-13 3.28E-13 1.05&-12 3.43E-13 9.86&-13 8.94&-13 1.62E-12
5.3 4.57E-12 3.04E-13 1.01E-13 2.91B-13 9.37&-13 3.06E-13 8.75&-13 7.93E-13 1.44E-12
5.4 4.07&-12 2.71£.·13 9.00E-14 2~58E-13 8.35E-13 2.73E-13 7. 75E-13 7.03E-13 1.28E-12
5.5 3,62E-12 2.41£-13 8.02E·14 2.28E-13 7.44E-13 2.43B-13 6.86E-13 6~22E-13 1.13&-12
5.6 3.22E-12 2.15E-13 7,15E-14 2.02E-13 6,63E-13 2.16E-13 6,00E-13 5.49E-13 9.98£-13
5.7 2.87E-12 1,91E-13 6,36E-14 1.78E-13 5.91E-13 1.93E-13 5.35E-13 4.84E-13 8,BO£-13
5.8 2.55E-12 1.10E-13 5.66E-14 1.57E-13 5.26E-13 1.72E-13 4.70E-13 4.25E-13 7.75E-13
5,9 2.27E-12 1.51E-13 5,04E-14 1.37E-13 4.68E-13 1.53E-13 4,13B-13 3.73E-13 6.80E-13
6.0 2.02£-12 1.35E-13 4.48E-14 1.20E-13 4.17E-13 1.36E-13 3.61E-13 3.25E-13 5.94E-13
6.1 1.79£-12 1.20E-13 3.98£-14 l.05E-I3 3.71£-13 1.21E-13 3. 14E-13 2.83E-13 5.17E..13
6.2 1.59E-12 1.06E.. 13 3.53B-14 9.08E-14 3.30E-13 1.07E-13 2.72E-13 2.45E-13 4.49B-13
6.3 1.41E-12 9.43E-14 3.13&-14 7.83&·14 2.93E-13 9.51E-14 2.35E-13 2.11E-13 3.87E-13
6.4 1.24E-12 8.40E-14 2.77£-14 6.72&14 2.60E-13 8.42E-14 2.01E-13 1.82E-13 3,32E-13
6.5 1.10E-12 7.61&14 2.46E-14 5.72E-14 2.32E-13 7,44E-14 1.72E-13 L60E-13 2.84E-13
6,6 9.68E-13 7.19E-14 2.23£.14 4,84E-14 2,10E-13 6.57E-14 1.46E-13 1.51E-13 2.42£.13
6.7 8.51E-13 7.21E-14 2.13E-14 4.06&14 1.94E-13 5.81E-14 1.25&13 1.55E-13 2.08E-13
6.8 7.46E-13 7.57E-14 2.17E-14 3.39E-14 1.83E-13 5.17E-14 1.07E-13 1.70&13 1.80E-13
6.9 6.52F.r 13 8.04E-14 2.32&-14 2.80E-14 1.75E-13 4.63E-14 9.22&14 1.90E-13 1.57E-13
7.0 5.67E-13 8.34E-14 2.50E-14 2.29E-14 1.67E-13 4.14E-14 7,98E-14 2.05E-13 1,37£-.13
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Table 4 continues.
aR(cm3s- 1)log1.0T
(K) 18 2 180 ls2s 180 1838 180 ls2p 3Po ls2s 381 1.938 3S 1 ls2p 3Pi ls2p lPf ls2p 3 P2
7.1 4.90E-13 8.30E-14 2.60E-14 1.86E-014 1.57E-13 3.69E-14 6;88£-14 2.09E-13 1.19E-13
7.2 4.22E-13 7.88E-14 2.59E-14 1.50E-14 1.43E-13 3.26E-14 5.87E-14 2.01£-13 1.02£-13
7.3 3.61E-13 7.15E-14 2.45£-14 L20E-14 1.27E-13 2.83£-14 4.93£-14 1.83E-13 8.62£-14
7.4 3.0BE-13 6.24E-14 2.21E-14 9.51E-15 1.09E-13 2.42£-14 4.07£-14 1.60E-13 7.12E-14
7.5 2.58E-13 5.26E-14 1.91E-14 7.48E-15 9.20E-14 2.03E-14 3.30E-14 1.34E-13 5.77£-14
7.6 2.16E-13 4.31E-14 1.60£-14 5.85E-15 7.58E-14 1.68E-14 2.63E-14 1.09E-13 4.59E-14
7.7 1.79E-13 3.45E-14 1.30£-14 4.54£-15 6.13£-14 1.36£-14 2.07£-14 8.60E-14 3.60£-14
7.8 1.47E-13 2.72F.... 14 1.03E-14 3.50E-15 4.88£-14 1.10£-14 1.60£-14. 6.66£-14 2.79E-14
7.9 1.20B-13 2.11E-14 8.04E-15 2.69£-15 3.84E-14 8.69E-15 1.23£-14 5.07&14 2.14£-14
8.0 9.72E-14 1.61£-14 6.17E-15 2.06E-15 2.99E-14 6.83E-15 9.38£-15 3.81E-14 1.62£-14
8.1 7.81&-14 1.23E-14 4.69£-15 1.56£-15 2.31E-14 5.32£-15 7.09E-15 2.84E-14 1.22E-14
8.2 6.23E-14 9.24E-15 3.52E-15 1.19E-15 1.77£-14 4.12E-15 5.32E-15 2.09E-14 9.18E-15
8.3 4.94E-14 6.92E-15 2.63E-15 8.97E-16 1.35£-14 3.16E-15 3.98£-15 1.53£.14 6.85E-15
8.4 3.89E-14 5.16E-15 1.95E-15 6.75E-16 1.02E-14 2.42E-15 2.96E-15 L12E-14 5.09E-15
8.5 3.05E-14 3.83E-15 L44E-15 5.07E-16 7.70E-15 1.84E-15 2.2OE-15 8.11E-15 3.77E-15
8.6 2.37E-14 2.84E-15 L06E-15 3.80E-16 5.79E-15 1.39&15 1.62E-15 5.86£-15 2.78E-15
8.7 1.84Fr14 2.10Fr15 7.78E-16 2~84E-16 4.33B-15 1.05E-15 1.20&.15 4.23&.15 2.05&15
8.8 1.41£..14 1.54E-15 5.69E-16 2.12E-16 3.24E-15 7.88E-16 8.82E-16 3.05E-15 1.51E-15
8.9 1.08£-14 1.13E-15 4.15E-16 1.57E-16 2.41E-15 5.90E-16 6.48E-16 2.19£..15 1.11E-15
9.0 8.28E-15 8.32E-16 3.03E-16 L17E-16 1.79E-15 4.41E-16 4.76E-16 1.57E-15 8.10E-16
exhibit high resonances, mainly from n=2 core excitations, in the high energy region.
PEe resonances enhance the backgroudphotoionization cross sections considerably for
both S XIV and S XV. All these features are mlsslng in the existing results from the
Opacity Project. The total recombination rates are compared with the availableRR
and DR rates with good agreement.
Extensive sets of results are presented for the first time for these ions. The
new results are (i) level-specific photoionization cross sections, both partial and total,
with inclusion of autoionizing resonances, for levels up to n=10, (ii) level-specific
recombination rate coefficients, including RR and DR, for all fine structure levels up to
n ~ 10 and 0 ~ l ~ 9, (iii) total unified recombination rate coefficients, incorporating
both RR and DR, over a wide temperature range, (iv) total unified recombination
cross sections and velocity averaged recombination rate coefficients as functions of the
photoelectron energy for comparison with experiments.
The present data are expected to be of high accuray of about 10-15% based on (i)
the very good agreement, less than 1%, of the energies with the experimental values,
(ii) inclusion of important atomic effects such as relativistic effects, radiation damping
of resonances, channel couplings, (iii) accuracy of the method from benchmarking
with a number of experiments for photoionization (e.g., Nahar 2004) and electron-
ion recombination (e.g., Zhang et al. 1999, Pradhan et al. 2001), and good
agreement of the present results with existing rates. The present data are more than
sufficient for extrapolation to high-n.f necessary to account for all recombination cascade
contributions. The unified method provides self-consistent atomic parameters for the
inverse processes and hence more accurate analysis of Xvrey and UV spectroscopy of
laboratory and astrophysical sources.
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Figure 9. (a) Total unified (e + ion) recombination cross sections, aRO and (b) unified
recombination rate coefficients, QRc(E) with photoelectron energy for (e + S XVI -+
S XV). The separated resonance complexes, LL, LM, etc of n == 2 and MM, MN etc.
of n = 3 and those of n = 4 thresholds can be noted in (a). Detailed GRo(E) in (b) is
given in energy range of experimental interest.
All photoionization and recombination data will be available on-line via webpage
Nahar_OSU_RadiativeAtomicData(NORAD) at
www. astronomy.ohio-state.edu/rvnahar/nahar.radiativeatomicdata
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Figure 10. Total unified recombination rate coefficients QR(T) (solid curve) for S XV.
The RR rates are by Verner & Ferland (1996) (dash), the DR rates are by Romanik
(1988) (dot) and by Shull and Steenberg (1982, dot and dash).
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